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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. 
Since this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the 
previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. 
Applicant's submission filed on 4/10/2008 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20, 32-36 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1 8-1 9 are objected to because of the following informalities: the 
phrase "marker do not" in line 1 should be — markers do not— or —marker 
does not-—. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action 
can be found in a prior Office action. 

3. Claims 1-4, 7, 9-20, 32-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ventura (2004/0044399), in view of Edwin et al 
(20020095205). 

4. Ventura et al discloses radiopaque markers in combination with a stent 
comprising struts having serpentine bands, linear connector struts, and axially 
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aligned apices. Ventura discloses marker placement at the connecting strut. 
Ventura is silent to the framework having an outer and inner covering of PTFE. 

5. Edwin et al teaches the combination of a stent comprising a tubular 
framework having an outer surface and an inner surface and a plurality of 
interconnected struts, an outer covering of PTFE and an inner covering of PTFE, 
the outer covering extending along at least a portion of the outer surface of the 
expandable framework, the inner covering extending along at least a portion of 
the inner surface of the expandable framework, at least a portion of the inner and 
outer coverings being contiguous, the combination further comprising at least 
one radiopaque marker. See illustrations of figures 3-5 and corresponding 
supporting portions of the specification. To provide an inner and outer covering 
of ePTFE to the serpentine frame of Ventura et al to provide better compatibility 
and tissue response would have been obvious from the teachings of Edwin et al. 

Claims 2,3,4, 7, 10-13,20,32-36 see figures 3-5 and specification, 
paragraphs [0021-0027] of Edwin, et al. 

Claims 14 and 15, as broadly worded, fail to distinguish over the stent of 
Ventura et al. as modified. The stent of Ventura et al is capable of being placed 
into a cranial vessel of any animal including rabbits, primates and elephants. 

Claims 16-19 see para 7 and 34 of Ventura 

6. Claims 5-6 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ventura (2004/0044399) in view of Edwin et al (20020095205) 
as applied above, and further in view of Gladdish, Jr. et al (20020193867). 
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Ventura in view of Edwin is explained supra. However, the references are 
silent as to wheter the radiopaque marker band is crimped on to the stent, 
embedded in a portion of the stent framework, or a radiopaque plug inserted into 
an opening in the stent framework. Gladdish teaches crimping, embedding, and 
inserting a plug into an opening (fig 7 and para 25). 

To apply the marker to the stent of Ventura in view of Edwin via crimping, 
embedding and inserting a plug into an opening as taught by Gladdish would 
have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made for the purpose of creating a secure connection of the radiopaque 
marker. 

7. Claims 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ventura (2004/0044399) in view of Edwin et al 
(20020095205) as applied above, further in view of Nolting et al (6488701). 

8. The use of stents for correcting cerebral vasculature is taught by Nolting, 
et al. If not inherent in Ventura et al and Edwin et al to employ a stent to correct 
aneurysm would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art based on 
medical considerations 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to SUBA GANESAN whose telephone number 
is (571)272-3243. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7-4. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Corrine McDermott can be reached on 571-272-4754. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/S. G.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 3774 

/William H. Matthews/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3774 



